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The Village Museumin Bucharest, Gheorghe
Focsa, Bucharest, 1967.
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about his old folk tradition with the ex-
ception of « Alf Laila Wa Laila » and the
« Sirahs ». Nevertheless the Arabic re-
ferences include many customs and tradi-
tions which can be analyzed in the light
of comparative studies.

Dr. Michal Soliman presented, in his
book entitled « Daydreams, Arabic Fairy
Tales », examples from the old Arabic
folk tradition. He gives an account of a
certain Arab called Khorafa.

One day Khorafa went out hunting.
He saw a deer and tried to hit it with his
arrow. Although he pursued it many
hours he failed to kill it. He sat down
panting. To his astonishment he saw the
deer standing before him and cried. The
deer asked him to save its life which he
did. The deer disappeared and a few
hours later a beautiful girl came and
thanked Khorafa because he saved the
life of her brother who was in the shape
of a deer. She told him that she was a
jinni. She took him back to the jinn world
where he married her and stayed there,
for several years. He longed to see his
folk and asked his wife to let him go back
home. She agreed and gave him a box
tied with twines made of her hair. She
asked him not to open that box if he
wished to come back to the jinn world
But when he told his people about what,
had happened to him in the jinn world,
they did not believe him. To prove his
story he took the box and opened it.
Thick smoke came out of it. He remem-
bered what his wife had said and knew
that he would never return to the jinn
world.

This is one of the many Arabic fairy
tales which the above mentioned book
comprises.

The reviewer says that the fourteen

10
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tales presented by Dr. Michal Soliman
are only a small part of the oid Arabic
folk tradition.

A

RUSSIAN FOLK POETRY
reviewed by

Mostafa Ahmed Hamza

This book, says the reviewer, is an
attempt to define folk poetry and to de-
termine the relation between this kind of
poetry and art-forms of literature. More-
over it deals with the most important
kinds of folk poetry.

Russian folklore comprises ritual and
non-ritual songs, incantations, folk tales,
historical songs, bilyna, ecclesiastical
hymns, myths, proverbs, riddles and folk
drama.

The book includes three parts :

1. — Brief studies in the history of
Russian folk poetry.

9. Russian folk poetry before Oc-
tober Revolution.

3. — Folk poetry in the Soviet era.

The author deals with the sources of
folk poetry. He speaks of the incanta-
tions, seasonal ritual poetry, funerary
ritual poetry, lamentations, proverbs,
riddles, fables, bilyna, historical songs,
love songs and folk drama.

The author concludes his book by
dealing with the folklore of the «Great
National War ».

The reviewer says that it is difficult
to summarize such an excellent study and
hopes to see this book translated into Ara-
bic.



THE FOLK ROUND
by
Tahseen Abdel Hay
An interview with the Artist
Saad Kamel

Saad Kamel is not only a folk artist
but also he is one of the pioneers in folk
arts.

In his studio he has an excellent col-
lection of ceramics, some of which date
back to 900 years. There is also a collec-
tion of dolls which belong to the Coptic
and Islamic Periods. The most characte-
ristic of these dolls are called the «Wa-
neesas». They were put in the tombs to
serve the dead.

Tahseen describes in detail the beau-
tiful collection of folk costumes made by
folk artisans from Akhmeem, Suhag, and
Assiut. Some costumes date back to 200
years. Others belong to the Coptic Pe-
riod and the beginnings of the Islamic
Period. The writer is of opinion that this
collection is one of the best in the world.
In addition there is the « Takhtarwan »
and the « Mahmal ».

Saad Kamel inspired folk tradition
in his works. There is a beautiful rug on
which the visitor sees the picture of Abou
Zeid Alhilaly fighting Alzanati Khaleefa.
On others there are the pictures of the
« Mouled Sugar Puppet » and « Ramadan’s
lantern ».

The writer admired the paintings of
« Alzeer Salem », « Adam and Eve », and
the « Dancer on the horse ».

Tahseen gives in brief the biography
of the artist.

RedeH

I —

THE FORMAL AND THE
FOLK MAGIC

Summary of an article by Dr. M. Al
Gohari in which he differentiates between
the formal and the folk magic. The first
is practised by professional magicians
while the second can be practiced by all
the ordinary people.

Dr. Al Gohari speaks, in detail, of
the differences between the two kinds of
magic. He asserts that the name has a
special magic power. It is closely con-
nected with the person who bears it. In
addition, he says that magic can be prac-
ticed only in certain times. Folk magi-
cians believe in the pOWer of the jinn.
They are of opinion that the jinn can ful-
fill their wishes whether good or evil.

Books dealing with magic comprise
many ways to which the professional ma-
gician resorts, in order to attain his aim.

KINDS OF FOLK LITERATURE

The writer reviews a pook including
a collection of poems (Zagals), in local
dialect, written by various poets from
Cairo, Alexandria, Samalut, Marsa Ma-
trouh, Mahalla Al Kobra and Fayoumn.
The poems deal with various purports.
The writer cites quotations of this book.

WA

Book Review
DAYDREAMS, ARABIC FAIRY TALES
reviewed by

Dr. Nabila Ibrahim

The Arabic reader, even the specializ-
ed scholar, scarcely knows anything

9



historical efforts exerted to establish folk
museums.

The Egyptian Geographical Society,
founded in 1875, achieved the Ethnogra-
phical Museum which was inaugurated in
1898. The writer gives the history of this
museum in brief. Its aim is to display
everything related to religious doctrines,
superstitions, magic, ordinary life as well
as costumes, fashions, weapons, tools, folk
arts, ceramics, paintings, sculpture and
embroidery.

In 1957 the Agricultural Museum
added six halls comprising models of
handicrafts, scenes of daily rural life and
a complete model of a peasant’s house on
a wedding night. There are also costumes
worn by women in different governorates
and units of folk architecture.

In Al Ghouri Centre there are eight
halls which comprise collections of folk
costumes, jewels, pottery, woolen and
leather products as well as ornaments
decorated with beads.

The Folklore Centre in Cairo adds
every year collections of folk products to
its museum.

The writer then gives a description
of the Village museum which he saw in
Rumania. It contains 20,000 pieces dis-
played in 62 architectural units, and col-
lected from 291 original environments.
He concludes his article by saying that
it is time to establish an open folk mu-
seum and points out that some commit-
tees in the Arab League recommended the
establishment of such a museum.

N

IBN AROUS AND THE AROUSIAN
SYSTEM OF BELIEF

by
Ibrahim Mohamed Alfahham

The writer gives in detail the biogra-
phy of Ibn Arous. He was born in the
village of « Almazzateen », fifty miles
away from Tunis. He worked as a car-
penter and a baker. He moved to other
places. He devoted himself to worship,
and became a hermit. He returned to
Tunis where many people followed his
system of belief. Sultan Mohamed Almon-
tassir Ibn Fares built a special little mos-
que for him. The writer gives a thorough
description of Ibn Arous. Some miracu-
lous deeds are attributed to him.

He then deals with the maxims sup-
posed to be said by Ibn Arous. He used
to chant stanzas comprising his maxims.
Alfahham then speaks of the Arousian
system of belief. The followers of this
system used to chant stanzas by Ibn
Arous with the accompaniment of tam-
bourines beatings.

In Egypt, says the writer, there are
followers of the Arousian system of be-
lief. They are called « Awlad Arous ».
They chant his stanzas and dance with
the accompaniment of tambourines beat-
ings on religious occasions. It is related
that Ibn Arous was at first a robber. In
his fifties he renounced his sinful life and
became a mystic.

The writer concludes his article by
speaking of the life of Tbn Arous in Egypt.

ek



may for a long time be known only to a
narrow circle, apparently remaining « the
cause of the few ». Folk music is marked
by typicalness ; it flourishes in forms
similar to each other, in groups, unat-
tached to any individual personality. It
is known in multitude of variations. The
writer is of opinion that the decisive fac-
tors which set off the contrast between
artistic, professional, individual compo-
sition and folk music, a popular product
as regards its origin, spread, existence
and disappearance, are a type and varia-
tions with a tendency to permanent ano-
nymity and ceaseless change. These con-
tradictions proved to be superficial and
exaggerated. Folk music and art music

are in many respects connected and relat- .

ed with each other.

Spread by word of mouth or in a
fixed written shape, a final or changing
form, individual invention or variation,
original or not original composition, all
these have failed to prove definitive dif-
ferential criteria. What is .common to
both is much more important. « The artist
does not live in a Vaccuum » ; neither
do musical cultures and musical styles
unfold in a vaccuum ; they are created,
carried on, and shaped by the human com-
munity which lives in a thousand ways
entertains a thousand kinds of relation-
ships, in struggle and in alliance.

The writer traces the history of folk
music and art music and shows the in-
fluence of each one on the other. He
says that old relations are disrupted and
new connections are started. The rele-
vant example afforded by the history of
music furnish evidence that the path of
progress is marked by accumulation and
by break through but they hardly pro-
ceed easily without resistance or tension,
or even crisis. The approach to the sim-
plicity of the folk song presented a pro-
blem to the great composers.

Transitions of personal performance,
level, intonation and form which build a
direct bridge between folk music and art
music have ben subjected to study.

The writer deals with the probloem
presented by the renewal of the folk song.
He then speaks of a fundamental prin-
ciple which prevails in both popular and
artistic musical composition. This prin-
ciple is that thinking follows a type, the
life of type and variation, the phenomenon
which the writer denotes as the «maquam»
principle.

He then speaks of three circums-
tances. First, high cultures of melody
have always and everywhere favoured the
flowering of types. Second, the idea of
variation has never been remote from the
European composer. Third the conscious
European artist is also working with per-
manent or recurring tune models, whether

he is aware of it or not, whether he wants
to or not.

The composer chooses from varia-
tions as does the singer of the people. He
is backed by traditions of style and con-
ventions of language, by the freedom and
the restrictions of a generation and a pe-
riod. His consciousness and efforts can-
not but help him to find himself, to
synthesize and to advance.

THE OPEN FOLK MUSEUM
AMONG THE MUSEUMS OF
FOLKLORE AND ETHNOLOGY

by
Abdel Homid Howas

The writer gives an account of the
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supposed to be hurt by the evil eye, from
its pad erfects. The exorcist throws pieces
of benzoin on ithe live coal. This mixture
is supposed to take the shape of the man
or woman who has hurt the above-men-
tioned person with his or her evil eye. The
exorcist takes a pin or a needle and pierces
the shaped mixture seven times. The per-
son supposed to be harmed with evil eye
crosses seven itmes over the censer. The
exorcist cites the following incantation :
Elawela bismillah

(First I say : « In the name of God »).
Wittania bismillah

(Second I say : « In the name of God »).
Wittalita bismillah

(Third I say : < In the name of God »).

Wissabiaa Lahawla wala kowata illa billah

(Seventh I say : «There is neither might
nor power but in God »).

Rakeitak wistarkeitak

(I exorcise thee).
Min einy wi ein ommak wa bouk

(and drive away my evil eye and the
evil eyes of your mother and father).
Wi ein elnass illy hassadouk

(and I drive away the evil eye of the
people who harmed thee).

The writer then speaks of another

special incantation cited for the child who

is supposed to be replaced by a jinn child.
He concludes his article by dealing
with an incantation cited especially for

6

th only Son. The exorcist puts some in-
cense on the live coal and moves the cen-
ser seven times above the only son’s head.
The child then wears a skull-cap orna-
mented with feathers. He is put on the
back of a black donkey, facing its tail
His parents, relatives and friends go out
in a procession. They shout: « Ya boul-
reesh. .. insallah teesh!» (Oh feathered
child, may God grant thee a long life !).

FOLK MUSIC — ART MUSIC —
HISTORY OF MUSIC

by
B. Szabolcsi
Translated into Arabic by

Ahmed Adam Mohamed

Those who pursue the principal lite-
rary works written in the last hundred
years on the history of music may note
with some astonishment how closely this
literature is marked by constantly chang-
ing references to folk music.

The subject of fundamental differ-
ences between folk music and art music
is old in European musicology ; however,
almost until recent times our science paia
much more careful attention to the dif-
ferences beiween the two than to the
features and fundamental elements which
meet or even converge.

The differences between folk music
and art music are differences of purpose.
function and social role. Obviously, only
the tunes widely favoured for a long tims
in many places may be denoted as folk
music. Art music derives from an indi-
vidual, has been invented by a composer.




He concludes his article by saying
that copying Albuni’'s works resulted in
some confusion and interpulation in
names, terms and formulae.

deR

FOLKLORE AND CULTURE

by
Dr. Ahmed Morsi

In this article the writer continues
his study entitled «Folklore and Culture».
He says that co-operation plays an im-
portant role in the life of people. This
co-operation exists even between man and
animal.

Religious beliefs are influenced, to a
great extent, by culture. They are mani-
fested in folk tales when the narrator
begins and concludes his folk tale by say-
ing : « May the blessing of God be upon
the Prophet ». This fact proves to be true
in folk songs and religious « mawals ».

Dr. Morsi then deals with folk beliefs
concerning the holy men and the super-
natural deeds attributed to them. Fortune

telling, he says, is widely-spread among -

people. Folk tales assert this fact. In the
« Sirah » of « Alzeer Salem », Hassan El-
yamani predicts the murder of Koleib and
other events. In this famous « Sirah» a
geomancer interprets the dream of Has-
san Elyamani which sums the events of
the sirah. The writer proceeds to the
function of dream in the life of people.
It is one of the means that foretell the
future. Magic is strongly believed to be
a way to control the supernatural powers,
to get rid of a critical situation, or to take
vengeance of an enemy. Folk tales are
full of magical motifs. The writer cites
the folk tale of « Al Shatir Hassan » who

managed to kill the magician after en-
countring perilous dangers.

Some magicians resort to the jinns
in order to attain what they wish.

He then speaks of lamentations in
detail. In one of the folk songs the dead
is described as a high tower, which was
destroyed and became deserted. This
shows the influence of cultural frame in
folk songs. The writer concludes his ar-
ticle by dealing with some proverbs and
riddles which are cited to console some-
one in grief.

INCANTATIONS IN EGYPTIAN
FOLK LITERATURE

by
Abdel Moneim Shemeis

In this article the writer deals with
incantations cited to wave off the evil
eye. Some Egyptians used to put an em-
balmed body of a crocodile on the door of
the house to drive away the evil eye.
Others put a horse-shoe for the same
purpose.

Some Egyptian peasnats used to hang
an old shoe on the camel’s temple, a hyena
fang on the horse’s chest, a wolf’s fang
on the donkey’s chest to drive away the
evil eye. They also used to put a piece of
benzoin in children’s hair or surround
their necks with necklaces made of blue
beads to protect them from the evil eye.

Shemeis then speaks of the « Ashou-
rah » incantation cited on the tenth day
of Moharram every year. The exorcist
throws in the censer a mixture of salt,
coriander and other substances and cites
a certain incantation to drive away the
evil eye.

The writer then deals with a special
incantation cited to deliver the person,
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He then speaks of the similarity in
culture and the favourable conditions for
the inventions. The ability of primitive
man to invent is too slow.

The writer deals with the simulta-
neous inventions. Daguerre and Talbot
invented photography in 1839. Darwin and
Wallace discovered in 1858 the theory of
« natural selection ». Bell and Gray in-
vented the telephone in 1876.

Some anthropologists believe that the
most important inventions are fire, pot-
tery, mining and agriculture, and that
they appeared at the same time. These
inventions spread afterwards from their
original centre. The writer is of opinion
that this theory is not accurate. It is
noteworthy that the Chinese knew print-
ing before Gutenberg.

He concludes his article by saying
that most anthropologists support the
fact that every invention appeared inde-
pendently and spread afterwards.

Rk

WORKS ATTRIBUTED TO ALBUNI
DEALING WITH MAGIC

by
Dr. M. Al-Gohari

Collecting folk data from written
works is not less important than collect-

ing it by field work.

The writer deals with the references
of Egyptian folk traditions among which
he begins his research with works attri-
buted to Albuni dealing with magic. He
first gives the biography of the author
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Mohyi-Eldin Aboul Abbas Ahmed Ibn Ali
Ton Yossef Albuni Alkorashi. He 1s a
celebrity in magic. His voluminous work
« Shams Elmaaref Alkobra Wa Latayef
Elawaref» is mentioned in «Althariaa Ila
Tassaneef Alshiaa ». He was born in « Bu-
na », on the Northern African Coast.

The writer says that he chose to stu-
dy Aibuni’s works because he was assert-
ed by various references to be the most
famous magician in the Islamic World.
Albuni is supposed to be the author of
many books. Dr. Al-Gohari says that Al-
puni may not be the real author of all
books attributed to him. «Allamaa Alnou-
raniya» is undoubtedly one of his books. It
includes some prayers which are to be
cited on every day of the week. Albuni
speaks, in detail, of the most favourable
times for practising magic. There are
quotations of this book in « Nihayet Al
Arab » by Al Noweiry.

The writer is of opinion that « Shams
Almaaref Alkobra » 18 not entirely writ-
ten by the same author. He gives in detail
the reasons which emphasize his views.
Some chapters, he says, include many
new expressions which do not exist in the
previous chapters. Chapter 33 comprises
many poems. Chapter 19 is obviously
added to the book after Albuni’s death.
Chapters 34 to 38 differ than the previous

chapters in subjects and ferms.

The writer then deals with mystic
elements in Albuni’s thought and style.
The author points out many mystic con-
ceptions and practices.

Dr. Al-Gohari speaks of the religious
elements. He remarks that Albuni’s ins-
tructions are somewhat vague. He usec
some mysterious terms which are describ-
ed to be Syrian or Hebrew.
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TE JASMINE NECKLACES

by
Dr. Osman Khairat

Flowers, and especially the lotus,
played an important role in the life of
ancient Egyptians. It was the symbol of
Upper Egypt and the most beautiful pat-
tern used in decorating their buildings.
It was inscribed on the walls of their
temples and houses. The Pharaohs used
to wear lotus necklaces when they went
to war. The lotus was offered with obla-
tions to gods in temples in Ancient Egypt.
Moreover it was put with mummies in
coffins.

The Egyptians inherited this tradi-
tion from their ancestors. In the Orient
people surround the necks of their distin-
guished visitors with necklaces of flowers.

The writer gives in brief the history
of flowers in Ancient Egypt.

He says that there are three fami-
lies in Cairo, who are specialized in mak-
ing jasmine necklaces.

The Arabian jasmine necklace is
made of ten flowers threaded on a string.
The jasmine necklace is longer and com-
prises fifty flowers. The jasmine neck-
laces are of different kinds. There are the
« Sultani » and the «Seneibar ». Some
necklaces are made of double-jasmines.

%

FOLK CULTURE AND MODERN
STUDIES

by
Fawzi Alanteel

The writer tries at first to clarify
the conceptions of culture, anthropology
and ethnology.

He then deals with folk culture and
its characteristics. He says that the cul-
ture of a people comprises the whole
structure of conceptions, peliefs, morals,
laws and language, as well as all the tools,
weapons and other devices used by them
in their daily life.

He speaks, in detail, of the ways
which enable the people to preserve their
lives in different climates, to get their
food, and to exchange goods and ideas.

Fawzi Alanteel proceeds to the emr
vironment and its influence on the life of
the people. The environment is an ime
portant factor in formulating and deve
loping the culture of any community. He
gives many examples to prove this fact.
He then deals with culture and its intri
cate tissue. Man invented the tools
to defend himself from his enemies.
Thoughts and tools in primitive commu-
nities are liable to be developed through
mutual communications with the neigh-
bours. The main factors which determine
the type of culture are war, revolution,
religious movements, disorder and migra-
tion.



Folklore Between Originality and Falsehood

by

Dr. Abdel Hamid Younes

Folk tradition is the basis of folk

life. It is not a mere prop that denotes
origins or historical stages, or reveal fos-
gils which have no longer a function that
suits evolution. This folk tradition is, in
fact, the entire product of the culture of
the people. It formulates the general
frame, determines the relations, and con-
trols the behaviour of individuals and the
communities. This tradition connects the
individuals with each other, ties them
with the past and makes them conscious
of the present and the future. It gives
the impetus to create, renew, and keep
pace with the constant change in the
material environment. Folk tradition is
thus able to continue and develop retain-
ing its originality and elasticity. It dis-
cards the elements which are no longer
efficient, modifies those which are still
able to live, and adds other new elements
incited by the constant evolution of ma-
terial and social environments. That is
why all the scholars are interested in folk
tradition. .. That is why the Science of
folklore came into being. Students and
experts hold conferences to exchange
views, define conceptions, and show the
efforts exerted to preserve folklore and
reveal its originality. The editor clarifies
the difference between folk forms and art
forms.

He says that folklore has never been
an obstacle in the path of « progress ».
Folklore is the living human contempo-
rary document. Man preserves what is
useful, takes advantage of his experience,
and discards what stands in his way. He
does this consciously or unconsciously.
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The writer speaks of the place of
folklore as a Science. He then proceeds
to the relation between folklore and tou-
rism. The Arab Home, with its site,
history and civilization, is rich with fol-
klore.

Scholars interested in folklore call
for protecting it from being forged. Every
one who crosses the sea to another coun-
try faces forged folklore. Some unscru-
pulous persons falsified folk music, folk
costumes and ornaments, and attributed
them to a certain country. That is why
some folklorists think that it is necessary
to put a certain mark on the folk products
to denote that they are original.

This call for protecting folk arts does
not contradict the mechanical progress
because folk arts and handicrafts empha-
size the direct relation between the arti-
san and what he produces. Moreover
these handicrafts may be the source of
many patterns used in machine-made pro-
ducts.

Dr. Younes then deals with folk
songs. They are now exploited in adver-
tisement. The editor differentiates be-
tween the exploitation of folk songs which
leads to forgery and the utilization of
them as means of inspiration. He is of
opinion that the folk data is a document
equal to the works of individuals which
are protected by copyrights.

Society had acknowledged the place
and role of folklore in the life of every
individual. Time is now ripe to preserve
and protect this treasure of the people
from being abused and forged.
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